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A message from United Nations

Ban Ki-Moon

UN Secretary General

5 June 2007

World Environment Day 

New York

A message from United Nations

ñé.I would like to make a public commitment. We are already 

moving towards making our Headquarters in New York 

climate-neutral and environmentally sustainable. I would like to 

see our renovated headquarters complex eventually become a 

globally acclaimed model of efficient use of energy and 

resources. Beyond New York, the initiative should include the 

other UN headquarters and offices around the globe. 

We need to work on our operations too, by using energy more 

efficiently and eliminating wasteful practices. That is why, 

today, I am asking the heads of all UN agencies, funds and 

programmes to join me in this effort. And I am asking all 

staff members throughout the UN family to make common 

cause with me.ò 

http://images.google.fr/imgres?imgurl=http://www.unspecial.org/UNS657/images/MBan-Ki-Moon.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.unspecial.org/UNS657/t11.html&h=397&w=393&sz=26&hl=fr&start=5&tbnid=ee0ReLmjbR6_KM:&tbnh=124&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dban%2Bki%2Bmoon%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Dfr
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A message from UNEP

ñUnder the leadership of the Secretary General, Ban Ki-Moon, 

the UN is now engaged in demonstrating its 'sustainability 

credentials' by action on the ground and by good 

housekeeping at home. We are clearly determined to put 

global warming at the top of the global political agenda and to 

build the trust so urgently needed if we are to succeed in 

combating climate change.

Reviews are underway across all agencies and programmes to 

establish a strategy for a climate neutral UN and to make the 

refurbishment of the UN headquarters in New York a model of 

eco-efficiency.ò*

UNEP is committed to take part in the fight against climate 

change and in showing leadership. We are committed to 

become climate neutral by reducing our energy consumption 

and carbon footprint and by offsetting emissions. 

Achim Steiner

Executive Director, UNEP

* 8 October 2007

117th Assembly of the Inter-

Parliamentary Union

Geneva

A message from UNEP

Photo from iucn.org
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This manual will help youé

Discover the potential to save energy & money

Understand technical options for green lighting

Acquire practical implementation advice

This manual will help youé

Gain an overview of current UN practices

Understand the context for green lighting
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4 Reasons - Why green lighting?

7 Good practices in UN agencies

9 Other helpful information

8 Useful tools for green lighting (with Appendices)

5 Green lighting options

3 Challenges faced by procurement officers

6 Tips for implementation

2 The use of lighting in UN agencies

Whatôs in this manual?

Whatós in this manual?

1 Climate change & green lighting
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Climate change facts

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 91 Climate change & green lighting

20-30% of plant and 

animal species at risk of 

extinction if increases of 

global average 

temperature exceed 

1.5-2.5ÁC*

Continued 

emissions would 

lead to further 

warming of 1.8 to 

4ÁC over the 21st

century*

Millions of people, from Bangladesh to Florida, live less 

than a meter above sea level. Most of the world's major

cities, from Shanghai to Buenos Aires, are near the sea

In India, wheat yields 

could decrease by 5-

10% per one-degree 

rise in temperature*

*Dr. Pachauri, IPCC Chairman, Ahmedabad Nov. 2007

Source: Red Cross (2005)




