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Foundation of ECO-park 
is finalised

In the Indian textile village  
Bagru, close to Jaipur, the foun-
dation of the future eco-textile 
park has been completed.  
Block-printing entrepreneurs 
have joined together to tap 
government funds to construct 

a business park focusing on eco-products. The 
SWITCH-Asia project, Sustainable Textiles, sup-
ports the public-private partnership with tech-
nical expertise. While the eco-park is being 
constructed, technical experts are research-
ing low-cost options for an effluent treatment 
plant and an efficient use of water. The project 
also looks into the different options for the cer-
tification of the future eco-friendly textiles. It is 
expected that the first block printing units will 
move into the park at the end of 2010.

What is 
happening in the 
world of SCP?

marrakech process 

Globalising participation to sustainable 
consumption and production practices
The Marrakech Process provides a global plat-
form for sustainable consumption and produc-
tion (SCP). It allows a substantive dialogue and 
cooperation on SCP issues among stakeholders 
such as representatives of government (at all lev-
els), major groups (NGOs, researchers, business 
and industry, youth, women), and UN agencies. 

“
”

The Marrakech Process is a 
global and informal multi-
stakeholder process that sup-

ports SCP policies and capacity building, and 
provides inputs for the elaboration of a 10-
Year Framework of Programs on SCP (10YFP). 
Launched in 2003, in response to Chapter 
III of the Johannesburg Plan 
of Implementation, the proc-
ess inherits its name from	
the host city of its first meeting.
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This process is making progress at international 
and regional levels for the implementation of 
SCP and it is generating real outcomes.
	 The key objective of the Marrakech Process is 
to promote and drive the development of poli-
cies and projects, providing support for govern-
ments, the private sector and others who need 
it in implementing national or regional SCP ac-
tivities. A second objective is to provide inputs 
for the elaboration of the 10-Year Framework of 
Programmes on SCP, which will be reviewed at 
CSD-19 in 2011, and to which governments could 
voluntarily commit themselves.

To achieve these objectives, the Marrakech  
Process has developed various mechanisms: 
•	 international and regional expert meetings 	
	 (three international and 22 regional have 	
	 been hosted)
•	 national roundtables (eight have been 
	 organised)
•	 seven task forces that focus on specific SCP 	
	 areas
•	 an Advisory Committee
•	 special dialogues with major groups such as 	
	 business and industry, and NGOs
•	 cooperation with development and 
	 UN agencies
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a vision for the future: a proCess towards green eConomy 
The Economic and Social Council of the UN published a Report of Secretary General entitled, “Re-
view of Implementation of Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI): 10 
Year Framework of Programmes in support of Sustainable Consumption and Production” (16 Feb-
ruary 2010). It states the evident need for adopting SCP practices in the developed and developing 
world. The current context asks not only for innovative job models in a “green economy” as a reply 
to several crises and threats, but also for a quick change to harmonise economic and social neces-
sities with an exhausted ecosystem. Furthermore, the world population increase is closely linked 
to an unsustainable consumption and huge material use that makes a switch to new consump-
tion patterns inevitable. The 10YFP, therefore, has the burden of framing the transition to sustain-
able practices within the already stretched limits of the ecosystem in order to ensure equal living 
standards all over the world.

marraKeCh proCess 
and switCh-asia 
– mutually supportive

Adriana Zacaria Farah, 
UNEP Programme Of-
fi cer: ”As the Marrakech 
Process encourages the 
implementation of SCP 
policies and programmes 

at all levels (international, regional, national and 
local), it supports the SWITCH-Asia programme. 
SWITCH-Asia is a good example for the re-
gional implementation of SCP practices and, in 
turn, supports the Marrakech Process by raising 
awareness of SCP, identifying the benefi ts and 
supporting its implementation. Both should look 
at synergies, and areas for complementarities 
to avoid overlapping or duplication. They would 
also benefi t from close collaboration with the 
Green Growth Initiative in the region.”

Up until now (April 2010), three International Ex-
pert Meetings have taken place. Other interna-
tional meetings are UNEP’s Governing Council, 
and the UN Commission for Sustainable Devel-
opment (CSD).
 The Marrakech Process is providing inputs for 
the development a 10 Year Framework of Pro-
grammes on SCP (10YFP). The Third Public Draft 

is available online; a 4th public draft will be avail-
able after the CSD-18. The Marrakech Process is 
preparing a Progress Report for the CSD-18.
 The Secretariat for the Marrakech Process is 
held by UNEP and UNDESA.  There is an advisory 
committee and participation of national govern-
ments, major groups, stakeholders and organisa-
tions involved in implementation of SCP.

Governments	 are	 building	 North-South	 coop-
eration	 through	 task	 forces	 dealing	 with	 sus-
tainable	products,	lifestyles,	education,	building	
and	construction,	tourism,	public	procurement,	
and	cooperation	with	Africa.	These	seven	Mar-
rakech	Task	Forces	are	voluntary	initiatives.	The	
last	time	their	leaders		met		was	in	Helsinki,	Fin-
land	in	September	2009	to	talk	about	the	Third	
Public	Draft	of	 the	 10YFP	and	 to	plan	 the	4th	
Implementation	 Cycle	 (2010	 review	 year,	 2011	
policy	year).

seven dynamiC partners implementing sCp



9

upcoming EVENTS

•	 Pacific Roundtable for Sustainable 
	 Consumption and Production (APRSCP) 
	 9th International Conference in Colombo, 
	 Sri Lanka, 10-12 June 2010, www.aprscp.net 

•	 EcoExpo Asia in Hong Kong, China, 
	 3-6 November, 2010, www.ecoexpoasia.com 

•	 C40 Conference in Hong Kong, China, 
	 5-6 November, 2010, www.c40cities.org/events 

•	 Innovation for Sustainable Production, 		
	 Bruges, Belgium, 18-21 April, 2010, 
	 www.i-sup2010.org

For more upcoming events, please visit the 
SWITCH-Asia website at the link: 
www.switch-asia.eu/switch-info/event-
announcements/external-events.html

Nota Bene: This newsletter is for information purposes only. It is especially shared among SWITCH-
Asia projects and relevant SWITCH personnel at the European Commission. It is prepared once every 
two months. Please do not cite in official and scientific documents. It is published by the SWITCH-Asia 
Network Facility and does not reflect the views of the EU.

SWITCH-Asia  |  Bimonthly News Brief for Projects  |  April 2010	

Read more 

UNEP’s website on the Marrakech Process: www.unep.fr/marrakech

Frequently Asked Questions – The Marrakech Process: 
www.unepie.org/scp/marrakech/pdf/FAQ-UNEP-marrakech-brochure%20FINAL.pdf

The importance of engagingbusiness and industry: 
www.unep.fr/scp/marrakech/business.htm

10 Year Framework - Road map towards the Commission on Sustainable 
Development (CSD): http://esa.un.org/marrakechprocess/roadmapcsd.shtml

The Third Public Draft of the 10YFP and other publications: 
www.unep.fr/scp/marrakech/10yfp.htm

Paving the Way to Sustainable Consumption and Production: Marrakech Process 
Progress Report including Elements for a 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sus-
tainable Consumption and Production (SCP):
http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/resources/res_pdfs/csd-18/csd18_2010_bp4.pdf

More about green growth: 
http://www.greengrowth.org

Next Regional Implementation Meetings of the Marrakech Process
1012 June 2010 Asian Pacific Roundtable for SCP (APRSCP), Colombo, Sri Lanka www.aprscp.net
14 - 16 June 2010 African Roundtable on SCP (ARSCP), Cairo, Egypt www.arscp.org


